
 
Friday, July 31, 2020 

 

Dear BPS Families, 

I must start with a sincere thank you to our staff and community for their patience in allowing us 
to seek feedback from our stakeholders over the last two weeks around our Return to the 
Classroom plans. Through focus groups, emails, meetings and Board public comments, I 
believe we have struck a balance that allows for the safest possible return to school for those 
seeking essential in-person learning for their children and an all virtual option for those unable 
or preferring a remote option. 

In the linked document, you’ll find our Return to the Classroom guide with information on our 
proposed plans for learning in the 2020-21 school year. The guide offers draft schedules, safety 
procedures, information and resources for those interested in our process and decision anchors, 
emotional health information and COVID protocols. 

Highlights of our plan include: 

● First Day of School slated for Monday, Aug. 31. 
● The first day of school for Kindergarten students will be on Tuesday, Sept. 8. 

Teachers will be contacting parents to set up appointments for individualized testing 
the week of Aug. 31-Sept. 4. 

● In person 5-day a week hybrid option, with students attending half days in either 
Cohort A (a.m. sessions) or Cohort B (p.m. sessions). Draft schedules are available in 
the document above. 

● BPS Virtual Academy option for families seeking remote learning only in grades 
kindergarten through post-secondary. Draft schedules are available in the document 
above and the deadline has been extended to enroll through Aug. 5. Parents can 
enroll their child using this link 
https://birminghampublic.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9uCn20ILK8It4RT 

● Parents can remove their child from the BPS Virtual Academy list through Aug. 5 
using this form: https://forms.gle/Z1ig7j1qyWrn3ZmG7 

● BPS has rooted our decision making in the requirements and strong recommendations 
included in The State of Michigan School Roadmap. Critical to our decision-making 
was the need to apply the social distancing strong recommendations as closely as 
possible. Additionally, BPS is requiring face coverings for students in grades 
K-post-secondary, with an allowance for medical exceptions. More information on the 
procedures for documenting exceptions will be shared in a coming communication. 

● On Aug. 4, members of the Central Leadership Team will host Town Hall events to 
answer questions around prek-5th grade, 6th-12th grade and specialized instruction and 
student services. We hope this added time will help parents make a decision that is 

https://www.birmingham.k12.mi.us/cms/lib/MI01908619/Centricity/Domain/4/BPSReturntoClassroomFall2020.pdf
https://birminghampublic.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9uCn20ILK8It4RT
https://forms.gle/Z1ig7j1qyWrn3ZmG7
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/whitmer/MI_Safe_Schools_Roadmap_FINAL_695392_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/whitmer/MI_Safe_Schools_Roadmap_FINAL_695392_7.pdf


right for their family moving into the fall. To ask a question for one of the Town Halls, 
visit https://forms.gle/WVEaepQq8tMHeXx76. 

○ View the prek-5th grade Town Hall live on Youtube from 3:00-4:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Aug. 4. 

○ View the 6th-12th grade Town Hall live on Youtube from 5:00-6:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Aug. 4. 

○ View the Specialized Instruction and Student Services (IEP and special 
needs) Town Hall live on Youtube from 7:00-8:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Aug. 4. 

○ All Town Halls can be viewed live at www.youtube.com/birminghamPS and 
can be accessed on our Youtube page after they air for repeat viewing. 

● BPS continues to update the FAQs on the website, but will have a more 
comprehensive list of answers available on Monday. Please take the time over the 
weekend to submit any questions that have not yet been answered and we will work to 
address them in the Town Hall events as well as in the FAQ document. 

A look ahead: 

● BPS will provide updates on cohorts in the coming weeks as we finalize schedules, 
staffing and verify students enrolled in the BPS Virtual Academy. This work will be 
completed as early as possible the week of Aug. 10-14. 

● We’ve received several questions around how a positive COVID case will be handled 
if it occurs within our schools this year. Please know that the Return to School 
document provides information, but we wanted to clearly provide information for you 
here that we will follow requirements and strong recommendations to maintain contact 
tracing information that will be shared with the Oakland County Health Division when 
we report any cases that we are made aware of during the school year. BPS does not 
determine who quarantines, but will enforce the requirement for proper documentation 
to allow a student or staff member to safely return to a school. 

● Our athletic departments are finalizing plans around a fall sports season and will 
communicate details in the coming week to our student athletes. 

● School registration and pre-school year activities such as Berkshire Bound and 
Destination Derby plans will be shared by building principals in the coming weeks. All 
enrichment activities at this point remain outdoors and in small groups or are done 
virtually when feasible. 

Finally, I want to acknowledge the challenges our staff and community are faced with around 
academics, childcare, physical and emotional health concerns and general planning. As has 
been the case since the start of this pandemic, new rules and regulations were again released 
this week from our state, with no confirmation that an in-person learning environment will take 
place. But rest assured, we are still planning for one. We will continue to move forward in 
gratitude for the educational partnership and collaborative environment we’ve strengthened over 
the year and look forward to what we will achieve for our children together. 

https://forms.gle/WVEaepQq8tMHeXx76
http://www.youtube.com/birminghamPS
https://www.birmingham.k12.mi.us/cms/lib/MI01908619/Centricity/Domain/4/BPS%20Reopening%20FAQS.pdf


 

Sincerely, 

Mark Dziatczak 

Superintendent 

Birmingham Public Schools 

 


